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And anyway, it’s not like humans are physically able to do most of this 
stuff. 


FRnimal Lives 


by Humon 


Anglerfish 


When scientists first started studying anglerfish, they were confused to find 
that all members were female and wondered where the males were. They 
also wondered why the females had odd little growths all over them. 


Only later did scientists realize that the growths were the males. 


The males are bom small and helpless and will remain so all their lives. Pll 
they can do is find a female and bite onto her, slowly fusing with her until 
only their testicles are left on her body. She then uses these to fertilize her 
eggs when needed. 


Ant 


The queen ant mates with a male and stores his sperm in her body for later 
use. She lays eggs ond uses the moles sperm to fertize them, creating 
workers for the colony, all of which are female. But should she 


choose not to fertilize an egg with sperm, a male will hatch from it instead. 
In other words: it’s impossible for a male ant to have a father! 


Barnacle 


The longest penis compared to body size belongs to the hermaphroditic 


bamacle. Bamacles are the small shells often found on the bottom of boats 
or the bellies of whales. The bamacles are stuck in place, so the long penis 
enables them to mate with one another without ever having to move. 


Bird-of-Paradise 


bird species the males are more colourful than the females, and 
bh -paradise illustrate this to the fullest. 


In the forests where the birds-of-paradise live, there's of food all 
Spe ford ce te ler oe oe 


Chimpanzees and bonobos are the closest relatives to humans and closely 
related to one another. Though the two species share a lot of traits, when 
it comes to sex, they do things very differently. 


In chimpanzee society, the biggest and strongest males rule. In bonobo 
society, though the females are physically weaker than the males, they work 
together, allowing ther to rule the males and control thern using sex. 


In general, everything is an excuse for sex in boncbo society, especially 
when tension is high. For if two males want the same female, 
instead of fighting, they'll have sex with each other, which eases the tension 
and reinforces their friendship. If a female hits a baby, the mother will chase 
her, but afterwards, they will rub their clitorises to make up. Ifa 
male starts getting aggressive, a f ill grab him and give hi 
quickie to make him relax. 


female 
While chimpanzees exhibit sexual taboos and social restrictions like 
humans, there's practically no such thing for bonobos, persia sex is 
casual. Everything goes in all combinations, and bonabo society is one 
ebcletee! bere ot en hela ali] veo rel nce 
“Mlake love, not war". 


Cotton-Top Tamarin 


Tamarin monkeys are known to have all ible variations of families, such 
as one male and one female or one and two females. But by far the 
most common family arrangement is one female and two males. 


Crab Spider 


Most male spiders risk their lives when it's mating season, so it’s no 
wonder the crab spider male is hesitant to even attempt mating with the 
female before she has been securely tied down. 


He sneaks under her body and carefully wraps her in a web, and only then 
will he mate with her. But he still has to be quick about it because the 
female is actually a willing participant; as soon as the deed is done, she 
easily frees herself from the and he better be out of the way when 
that happens. 


Cuttlefish 


Diplozoon Paradoxum 


Diplozoon par: tic flatworms that live on the gil of 
ecinretes fake Meer? hatch rom they can ony lve fora few 
months unless ere esa do, they attach 
Tesco anode aa dente, TR eneistes ere 


mature. The male genitalia of one individual then fuse with the female 
genitalia of the other and vice versa, allowing for two-way fertilization. They 
live like this for years, never separating again. 


Discus Fish 


Discus fish take good care of their a male and a female form a 
monogamous pair and find a place or the female to lay the eggs, The, 


Fossa 


The fossa is a cat-like mammal native to Viadagascar. During the female's 
juvenile stage, its dlitoris grows into a pseudo-penis. 


It is speculated that this is to keep males away until the female reaches 
adulthood, at which point the clitoris shrinks back to its normal size. 


Garden Snail 


Snails appear to be the sadomasochists of the animal world. They are 
hermaphrodites who have their genitalia perfectly aligned so that they can 
impregnate each other at the sarne time. But that is not the odd part. Th 
also have a dart made of calcium which they can fire at each other wil 
quite an impressive speed, to aid in mating. The dart is covered in a 
hormone-like substance that allows for more eggs to be fertilized. It's quite 
dangerous, however, and can easily kill the other snail. 


Gelada 


At first glance, the dorninant male in a gelada family looks like he's the 
cone in charge, but it is in fact the females that run the family. They choose 
the dominant male, and if he does not behave himself, the females will 
gang up on him and chase him away. 


At no point is this female-run system more obvious than when another 
male challenges the dorninant male. If the dominant male loses, but has 
been good to the females, they will refuse the new male and keep their old 
one. If he keeps losing, however, they will eventually kick him out or allow 
him to stay, but not to mate. 


Giant Squid 


Giant squids have the ability to make their arms sparkle with small lights, 
and use it to hunt, “dazzling” their prey. 


Gorilla 


Gorillas live in family groups, typically with one silverback male and five to 
ten females. 


Silverbacks don't have to worry about competition from other males, which 
bly a good thing because they also have one of the smallest 
OSE e SIGs noe ios, 


But not to worry, because that is just the right size for a female gorilla. 


Grouse 


Harvestman 


In some species of arachnids known as harvestmen, the male builds a little 
cupslike nest during mating season and waits for females to judge it. If 
they like it, an egg, which the male then proceeds to place in the 
apa the ran taal ea fea Ths nele ala avec to aati ccnp ove 
to care for, but occasionally a fernale will enter the nest to steal and eat 
the eggs. So one of the male's biggest challenges is to judge what the 
females’ intentions are. 


Japanese IVlacaque 


We have all seen the photos of Japanese macaques sitting in hot springs, 
but macaque society is very hierarchical and only the highest-ranking 
females and their children are allowed into the water. The highest-ranking 
males are allowed to sit on the edge of the hot springs and act as guards 
while the lower-ranking females and males may only watch from a distance. 


While a male's place in the hierarchy is determined by how long he has 
been in the group, a female inherits her rank from her mother. The young 
cones in the water have no idea how privileged they are. 


Kiwi 


Kiwi feathers are almost like fur, they are noctumal, their wings are unfit 
for flight and barely visible, and their nostrils are at the very end of their 
beaks. But oddest of all, they l the biggest eags relative to body size of 
any bird. Due to the huge size of kiwi eggs, the female is larger than the 
ected fe egalls ao) bia) ick te alrcatifils Oeste forged stertte body and 
squishes her organs so hard it makes it difficult for her to breathe. In the 
last few days before laying the egg, it's so big that her stomach is 
squashed to the point that she can't eat anything. 


Ffter the egg has been laid, the male takes over and incubates it alone. The 
incubation period is 63 - 92 days, the longest for any bird. When the chick 
is hatched, it's like a small adult, covered in feathers and already able to 
Ci elaes Tho Eee STON aes oe Eee 
starting life on its own. 


carl 


Octopus 


Octopuses can have trouble telling male from female which can waste a lot 
of time when trying to find a sexual partner. While some species can 
recognize another octopus's sex by their colouration and posture while 
viewing from a distance, other species, such as the blue-ringed octopus, 
search everything, try mating indiscriminately and just hope for the best. 


Porcupine 


Porcupine females are hard to please. They only want to mate for a few 
hours each year, and the only way for a male to find out if she's in the 
mood is to urinate on her from a distance. Il she's not interested, shell un 
off while screaming angrily at him, but if she is, she becomes insatiable. 
She'll force him to mate with her over and over again until he can hardly 
stand from exhaustion. If he can't keep up, she leaves him for someone 
else. 


Pseudobiceros Hancockanus 


Being pregnant can be quite a hassle, and for some species of flatworms, 
like iceros hancockanus, it has become a mating ritual to fight for 
your right not to get pregnant. 


Like most flatworms, Pseudobiceros hancockanus is hermaphroditic, with 
each individual possessing both male and female genitalia. When two such 
worms meet up during mating season, Acleret t starts where they 
fence with their penises, both trying to impregnate 


When the fight is over, the loser is impregnated while the winner avoids the 
trouble of pregnancy, 


Red-Sided Garter Snake 


In Manitoba, Canada, quite a spectacle happens every spring. Tens 
of thousands of red-sided garter snakes come out from their winter 
hibernation to mate, creating huge orgies. The males wake up before 
Wiel CRRAlOS RUT orio ater ectioe eats up into a frenzy and get 
ready, 


Some males have found a way to use this to their advantage. They 
send out female pheromones, tricking the other males into thinking 

‘re female. The sneaky males do this to get the other males to 
gather around them and warm their bodies. When the real fernales 
start to come out, no one is more ready for them than the now 
warmed up sneaky males. 


Reef Fish 


In a lot of reef fish species, all members are born the same sex. They 

together, and the strongest or biggest change into the opposite 
sex. This is quite convenient because this way no one has to fight over 
females or males, and the leader can spend his or her time protecting the 
territory instead. 


In some species, the leader will breed with all the individuals in the 

and in others this right is reserved for the next strongest member. 
ei a Be Caeclerd one teehee seal ay ete ae Bec 
new leader. 


For reef fish, it’s unusual to stay the same sex all their lives. 


The Ruff has three types of males who are different from each other in both 
looks and behavior. 


The most common is the territorial male, who is stronger and more 
aggressive toward other males of his own kind. He spends most of his time 
figrhing end ciscleaing: 


The next is the satellite male. He doesn't have territory of his own, but 
hangs out in the territorial male's domain, sneak-breeding with the fernales. 
The territorial male tolerates this because females are attracted to the 
presence of the satellite male. 


Then there's the rare third type, called the faeder. He is smaller than the 
other males, looks more feminine and, like the satellite male, has no 
territory. He’also sneak-breeds with the females, but will just as happily let 
the other males mate with him. At first, people thought the other males 
confused the faeder with a female, but closer studies of the faeder topping 
other males t that are well aware of his sex The strong 
territorial male allows him in his territory because the high amount 
homosexual activity attracts the females, and males who have topped or 
been topped by a faeder are more lucky with the females. 


The females are incredibly promiscuous and always breed with all three 
types if they are available. 


Seahorse 


Boe reo pone Aceon olareneare aero Here 
covipositor (an organ used to lay eags). which they insert into a male's 
brood pouch, where the male fertilizes the eggs. As a result, the male gets 
preonant Tes believed they evlved ths way 20 the male woud protect 
the developing the female could spend her energy on 
Be eae den thse whale wana oon the parents are 
teady to mate again sooner. 


While seahorses do not mate for life, they are very 
gentle in the days leading up to the actual mating. Once the male is 
pregnant, the fernale will also visit him ev to touch him and 
simply spend time with him. = Ge 


Side-Blotched Lizard 


The side-blotched lizard has three different types of males, which all use 
different tactics for mating. 


The orange-throated male is pumped with testosterone and his main focus 
is to have a huge territory and as many females as possible. Though he will 
protect the females, he doesit form strong or long-lasting bonds with any 
‘of them. He can beat the blue-throated male and take his territory. 


The blue-throated male is smaller, has less testosterone in him, and only 
has territory big enough for one female, with whom he forms a strong bond. 
Like the orange-throated male, he will protect her and try to fight off 
attackers until she's safe. 


Lastly, there's the yellow-throated male, who has no territory of his own 
and whose coloring closely resembles the fernale’s. He lives in the outskirts 
of the orange-throated male's territory, where he sneak-breeds with the 
females. Because the orange-throated male doesn't spend much time with 
the females, the females orly hang around for his territory and have no 
lem mating with other males. The female who has bonded with a 
lue-throated male, however, doesn't want to be unfaithful to him and will 
tum down the yellow-throated male. 


It’s like a game of rock-paper-scissors: Orange beats blue, blue beats 
yellow, and yellow beats orange. 


Spotted Hyena 


Fi lot of animals turn our ideas of gender roles upside down, but the 
spotted hyena takes it to the extreme. 


Females are larger and far more ive than males, and even the 
lowest-ranking female in the ine ranks above the highest-ranking 
male. This hier: peace it males are even scared of female 
cubs, and for violent toward males; 


females are typically 
but adult deck tars [show kindriess tonerds their fathers by being less 
violent to them than to other males. 


Bed Ih goseaL sop tere: wnele yates eve iises that can get 
erect and are than the males’ penises. The females’ 
ises es ficult for males to mate with them, and rape 


Tidarren Argo 


y 


The spider species Tidarren argo has evolved a way to reproduce that will 
make most men cringe. Not only do males have to be careful not to get 
. but during mating their pedipalp 


If the male survives, he becomes extremely aggressive and attacks everyone 
and everything that dares to come close to her web because the pedipalp 
ia cive-d ate-tive pllkjend any melawd pican|etcseeltcsh enlist el 
pull it out leave his own. 


Western Marsh Harrier 


In France, something odd has started to No less than 40% of the 
male western marsh harriers are “dressed all year round 
as a form of permanent female mimicry. But it isn’t just their looks that are 
different from other males: they act like females too, behaving more 
gor cecivelj towence tennsla than towards ct rnelast Ol exirnales' ales 
behave less aggressively towards them, even though they seem to be aware 
that they are male. 


But these so-called “fernaleike” males are also much braver than other 
males, and will defend the nest from foxes and other large animals while 
the other males will sit and look on from a safe distance. 


Whiptail Lizard 


In some nope aes species, males don't exist and the females 
reproduce asexu eggs that hatch into offspring which are 
identical dones'of thels mothers: are 


One would think this is an advantage because they don't have to find a 
mate to reproduce, but oddly . having another female to simulate 
intercourse with helps with egg production. 


The only time there is any evolution in these species is on the rare 
occasion when one of the females feels like trying something different. 
and crossbreeds with a male from another whiptail species. 
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Thanks for reading! 
And supporting us on Kickstarter. 


Hey baby. 
Wanna go back to my place, 
open a bottle of wine, 
and see what happens? 
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Animal Lives 


by Humon 


This colourful illustrated book explores in a fun way, the details 
of animal mating behaviour, which is depicted in the form of 
human looking characters. 


humoncomics.com 


